Human Rights Office, Ministry of Foreign Affairs

Ambassador Mehdi Danesh Yazdi

Director General, International Legal Affairs

Ministry of Foreign Affairs

Sheikh Abdolmajid Keshk-e Mesri Avenue, Tehran, 
Islamic Republic of Iran
Your Excellency,

I am writing you to express my concern for Rev. Hamid Pourmand, a lay pastor in the Assemblies of God church in Bandar-i Bushehr, who was arrested on September 9, 2004. I received the following information:

Hamid Pourmand, a lay leader in a church and a convert from Islam, will appear before an Islamic court soon to face charges of apostasy. Pastor Pourmand is a lay pastor in the Assemblies of God church in Iran and he also served as a Colonel in the Iranian army.

He was arrested September 9, 2004, together with 85 other participants of the annual general conference of the denomination. The other Christians were released within the next three days, but pastor Pourmand was charged with hiding his conversion from his superiors. 

On February 16, 2005, pastor Pourmand was found guilty of this charge, even though he presented in court several papers that proved his superiors were aware that he was a Christian. He was sentenced to three years imprisonment and discharged from the army with the subsequent loss of his entire income, pension and housing for his family.

Recently, it became known that pastor Pourmand faces charges of apostasy from Islam and for proselytising other Muslims. 

According to my information pastor Pourmand is a law-abiding citizen who has not been involved in or charged with any other crimes except exercise of his internationally recognized right to adopt a religion of his own choice. 

I respectfully petition your involvement in this case to insure that the basic human rights of Rev. Pourmand are respected and that he will be released to his family.

Yours sincerely,

